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We report a disease entity which occured in certain
In oreterm newborn infants l i t t l e i s known about areas of West Germany and which was not diagnosed correctly in the e f f e c t on the cianulation of low doses of heparin (2.5 IU/h) the past. At present, we a r e aware of 21 patients (pts) in 15 unrelated families with a total of 45 children. 11 pts died between 8 and 1 3 months of age, and 6 survived with liver cirrhosis. I n the remaining 4 transaminases were initially elevated and turned to normal with correction of drinking water. All families lived in rural areas known for acid ground water. Drinking water was obtained from the own farm's wells with low pH (5.0 -6.2) and was highly contaminated after passage through copper pipes. All pts were exposed to copper beginning shortly after birth; none of them was breast fed and all received milk formula prepared with the tap water. None of the 24 healthy siblings were exposed -given through a r t e r i a l catheters. In 13 infants with a r t e r i a l catheters we studied venous values f o r activated p a r t i a l thrombop l a s t i n time (APTT), thrombin time (IT), batroxobin time (BT), antithrombin I11 a c t i v i t y (ATIII) and factors I , 11, V and V I I , compared t o those from 16 controls, on the third day of l i f e . A l l infants were under 36 weeks of gestational age and weighed l e s s than 2000 grams. Birthweight (BW), gestational age (Gh) and coagulation parameters a r e shown (meanfSD). There was no significant difference i n coagulation, weight or age. similar (acid drinking water and copper piping).
Conclusion: A dose of 2.5 IU/h of heparin does not a f f e c t coagulation of preterm infants. We a n a l y z e d 1 5 , 0 0 0 c o n s e c u t We evaluated the "in vivo" activation of the hemostasis in 14 children (aged 4 to 13) with Nephrotic Synarome (NS) at onset, determinating the blood platelet count (PLT, x lo9/l), 8-thromSoglobulin (0-TG. ng/ml), platelet factor 4 (PF4. ng/ml). factor I (mgldl), the inhibitors (AT-111 -ng/dl-and PC:Ag -%-). and 0-diners (ng/ml).
EXTREMES OF MAT' CRNAL AGE AND PARITY -

i v e b i r t h s i n an i n n e r -c i t y h o s p i t a l . 51% o f t h e m o t h e r s came f r o m t h e n e a r b y u l t r ao r t h o d o x J e w i s h community o f Mea-Shearin, u n i q u e i n t h e s t a b l e s o c i o e c o n o m i c s t a t u s o f i t s f a m i l i e s , e n s u r e d b y a f a n i l y -s i z e -l i n k e d s o c i a l -s u p p o r t system. Two h i g h r i s k
PLT
fl-TG FP4 Fatt.1 AT-III/Ag PC/Ag 0-dimerr g r o u p s , t e e n a g e primipa-ae ( a g e C 19 y ) a n d g r a n d m u l t i - smoking a n d m a r i t a l s t a t u s . T h e s e r e s u l t s s u g g e s t t h a t t e e n a g e a n d g r a n d m u l t i p a r i t y , i n a community w i t h
